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Education is a changing environment driven by the
goals to improve the learner's educational experience.
Pharmacy education has demonstrated this through a
vast numberof publicationsand presentations at various
meetings on issues related to teaching and learning.
These scholarly contributions all suggest the personally
held philosophical beliefs about education but from
various philosophical perspectives ranging from K-12
models to adult education. The intent of thismanuscript
is to provide a primer on educational philosophyusing
one particular model, the three philosophical orien-
tations of Juergen Habermas, in the hopes of fostering a
dialogue within pharmaceutical education about edu~
cation. This will be accomplishedby defining a common
language whereby pharmacyeducators can discuss their
beliefs, values and assumptions about education with
clarity and in a common language.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is an ever—eVolving iterative process
driven by the goal to improve the learner's
educational experience. The literature within phar-
macyeducation since the turn of last century mirrors
the general education literature in that it has
presented alternatives to teaching, learning, assess~
ment, curriculum design and development, and
most recently the use of technology in education.
Through all the changes, however, there has been a
series of constants within education, which include
an academician’sattitudes, values and assumptions
throughout the educational process. According to
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Ozmon and Craver (1990) it is these three elements
that serve as the foundation for an educational
philosophy,which can further be defined as ”. .

.not
only a way of looking at ideas but also of learning
how to use them in the best way.” To further
differentiate a philosophyof education, ”A philoso—
phy of education becomes significant at the point
where educators recognize the need to thinkclearly
about what theyare doing and to see what they are
doing in the larger context of the individual and
social development.”(Ozmonand Craver, 1990). It is
possible to discern what educators are doing by
reviewing the literature to identify both current and
future classroom trends.
Within the pharmacy education literature there

have been numerous publications on the various
elements associated with the educational process.
For example, according to Hymel and Foss (1990),
between the years of 1970 and 1990 more than 200
articles were published that related to instructional
issues and methods in pharmacy education. From
1990 to 2000 numerous more articles have been
published on a variety of issues regarding edu—
cational processes within pharmacy education.
In addition to the pharmacy education literature,
thereare many pharmacyconferencesand programs
that focus on education, such as the American
Associationof Colleges of Pharmacy(AACP) annual
meeting and the AACP Institute.
A final driver of the future of pharmacyeducation

are the accreditation standards from the American
Council on Pharmaceutical Education (1993), in
which thefollowingstatementregardingeducational
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